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Abstract

The Akam poems of the Ettuthokai, one of the earliest corpora of classical Tamil
literature, vividly portray various dimensions of love and domestic life. Among these, the
poems associated with the Marutham landscape primarily depict the marital relationship
between the hero (thalaivan) and heroine (thalaivi), where conjugal harmony is disrupted by
the hero's involvement with a courtesan (parathai). These poems generally present the
heroine as condemning her husband's infidelity; however, social norms and the patriarchal
family structure ultimately compel her to accept him upon his return. Thus, Vayil Marutthal
(refusal of reconciliation) becomes an expression of the heroine's emotional anguish,
whereas Vayil Nerthal (acceptance of reconciliation) reflects the social pressures imposed
upon her. The heroine is portrayed as the stabilising force of the household, whose conduct is
constantly scrutinised, while the hero's behaviour remains largely unquestioned by society.
Consequently, Vayil Nerthal symbolizes endurance, forgiveness, and accommodation rather
than personal choice. This article examines the socio-cultural background and gendered
implications underlying the concept of Vayil Nerthal in the Marutham poems.
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bSO (BVSBUIBISOTTT 6TL (5% GIBTeNBUNDIT YHLILITL VSV HTH6D UTLP6Y
GWES FISBTBISET HTTLILIGIBIITDEN. YBV OIS BIVLI LITL_6VHET HeN6V6U6I, FH06V6d]
Blwouwts wemid w1 s55) Gowm curpallsh GlmevipslhsGw CLTSl YSPG Bl wmprs
QUGS LITSHRSUIT LITIUTELD. HeNVIUITETUENT LIT5HWLOCUITAPSESNG Flg. /B Gl TeTEN5LD
UDHUIVSTGOT LITL VBT Y6MLOBH (155D, DY6dTT6D FCPHSHBIOT BIUIL), &(BIUDLI Y6MLOLIL
Y BUITUDDDS  HIBEHHIV  ClBTeT(lh) Heweva] YLIITSHSDCUITIPSSESZBNITS:  FBlg/HS/
Clsrerep) YGH Gouswar HeweVsusdr surille) GBisLd GLITSHI BN TMEHL BleNV% S
SBTTLILIBHHIDTET. UTUISV 10DS556V 6T6dTLISGI HeWwVUNesT Fovrsens GleualLiLi(Bs 5015 T %6 LD
UTuflsV GBIG6D 6T6TLIS FAPHSHIO GUBIHSHBIGWTHYLD BBIG GlouaILiLIBBDS. YBTeUs/
S OUDLISS6D GLIGHIT 6T6OTLICUGT QYFFTeodULIT S UIIBIHBDT6NT. Dp660TL) GLITSV BL_[5S) GIBTeTem
UPLY WITHUETTS BmssImirer. FOPHSBI60T Lmieweuflsy U6 LG5
HOTH TN SHLILIGIBINS). DY6oTT6V Y6007 [5L_SNFMUI FIbCHBI%T 106wedTaldhy 1oL (HGL
UTUIILINGSEBIDS. FOPBLD YWV H6WIT(h) CIBTETNTS]. Y60T/60T [5L_G6MB6WUIL] LIDIUI YV
BTDMYSED  6TOTLIS] (QVeD6V. B/ 4600lls0T Y EHWLODUIL]  LISHDFTDMYLD  6U6DHUI60TL).
T ClevTedll6) FBIS HTGVLD 6T6OTLIS GIIVT &(BIDLI YWIOLILIDIFHTES H6VT6W6IT DLILIS OlbT(HS% LD
UHDHUID HIBHHMUID 2_(FUTSHEBLD GCIIDD 2 6ML_6VIDF FUPHLOTS LOTDMLD  GlIDB5ESS].
6160TG6y uTuile) GBIiGe) 6T6oTLI%) CILITMYSSILI GLITE6D, LTI SH6D, FB5H/%5 GIFBTeTEEH6D
6TGITLISOTOUTS  LOTIYBIITDET. OISR H& L HGL B)GHwHuUI YHLI LD  GlBIHS5HIY H6T
STLILIGIBIITD6VT. H60T6UewedT UL () VS 1piguwins BleneVILIQILD I5600T6U6W6dT [B600TL [BITL H6T
2.1 7 CFISHTIWD QUSSP UITS BIeWVUNGIDSTET QYenfliisF Fepsstb  GlLisvrsmsvr
UPIBL_SHIB)DE/. TTGsY UTUISV OMYSHED APsVLD GILIGHT H63T Feolbewsd HmTL L 2 [swLw
Clumytd G5 Geuswer eurulled GBise) psvld Y GHSI LIOTeUTBISSSTEO YU EN5dhSHF
FpHLD  C)HTBHGS/6TOT  BUISIWITS B 5SHDE. uTulsV CBiss) GpEs LT V%l sr
Lilsorsoremtlemus ()55 Hewr GlouafliLi(h)ss allewipsmsl.

G@OIILF QFTHS6T. Fhis @)svbalwiD, euruils Chiged, LewTuTL B, rdlweD.

(LpEITENI DT

uhsLlp @evsSlwnbisarTear el (hdh OCaTewsuiler asliLTLVsafls GTHD 6uTLpey
GMI5S5 FASSITBIG6T HTTLILGSSTDEOT. PV W(HS BV LITL VHET HemeVeUsiT, SHewsvall
Qoo wewtid 1pig5gI Fevep eurpellsd FewamThIBsGn CUTH YSDG GlwLWDTS
aumeUGl UTSenswi Lifleur@id. sewsvallwmTeralst LTSSemOWTIPSSSHMS H1q bl 6% T6iTEnLD
QUEMSHUNVSHTET LITL_6VSH6T eWLDbHS (ST, HYdTT6V FeLpdhhglert Bliigl, &HIbL jemioliL]
YFlweTauHewmd:  HHSlL OGlaETanr(h) seweval YLILTSHSMLOWTISSSDHMTHS  HlgH|
CareTepd HGCs Geousmer sHewsveaust euruilsd CHHLD CUTH YSWMOT THGLD BleWeLSHSHS
SeTarlILRFDT6T. suruilsd mISHHe0 6TedTLIG Hewsvaiuller Aardhems GleueflliLi(hSgeubTHea D
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suruile Grigsv 6TedTLIG CUITMISFHIL CUTH6V, LO6IT6TSH6V, FaildhgId Gl M6l EhGH6V 6T6HTLICT6U T
wryisleTper. GluasTeamis@ WL HEWL @)sHBMHW S LD 6BHEHHIYH6T STLILI(HSITDET.
suruiled MIGHHV cpevld ClueT FHeoT Ferdensds ST L 2 fewp Glumid HCs Geuswear suruilsd
@Bigpev cpevid 9 SHlel(HHg LeTauTnIGHS0STET I oUEHdhHF FepHid G\ETHSHI6Tar Blwidlwims
B wHHIDGI. surulled CBigev GHMlHs LTL svHafler Llsitarenllenw @)dasl Benr GlausfliiLihss
allewpdmg).
GOUSIBeT LieTUTL (B j6» L WTaTLomasL1 G)LIevsT
FePps B0 ClFweOLIRL BmieusThisaflsd Yrrserorerdg &ELUD @b, &H UL
6TTEYILD  BIMISUSTID  F(HLONTSSHTEY 2 _(HEUTH DI LOWI(LPEHD  6TOTLISHD LIV  aUens
@) HHSlTDT. Y BlV  HLOPT OEWTLPHD 6TOHTLILH STHV LewToTHGeur, o L TCUTSH G,
enTorsEGeuT  ewujd. Heusurm| LewTPlghd LileT Qyemih, ClusTamIh Fepshddler
uTiewauuilsd PTHIeNNTHSEI UTLPOUSDHTOT Y BISHTTHMSL GUMISSTHTT. & B IDLSDH 6T
WpBeTemL CBTdHEaLD umilewaFs OLImIFH6VSH T6T.
FBIS STV BlVYL MG Immiser Gouenerms OlGTLmdEw STevid. ererGeu
2 oL el urgsTillDasTer eurflasearrer S aprodsasamert GlumInGs &®bLSS)er
Golliurs enflet Sliuew,. Cpréswrs @) mbgisTargl. (Fhis GvES WSS
@@L, 11.126)
6Te0Td I LUL(BHEDG. GOLUSSDETET YHTeukh ewiletr surflewns Glum Geuesriq uieuer
CluenT 6TTGou YJoUST BL SHWBWITRTH FOPHHDH T HETHTED LILHEGH 2 L LI L gl 6edTT6D
et GOU  ewwliiled  HemevewiwiTerTeust.  GluenTemewTWD  YeusT  GlLMISIM
GUYHMSHEMETUID HL 19d SHTLILIOIST. Yeusrsl OGlFweoLTHHer HsTeug CuTHefL (HHev
GumsiTmemey &HLSIH DEHTETENUUITS ) (HoHSSTD6T. 6T ailewarGui L 6uid@ 2 ullGr
6T60Td GHMIHOBHTEnS FIU_(HFIMGI. LEHSTW|EDD LOH6T T @ QL _6ui 2 ulli 6TeTMILD FnmIS M.
spuler Cusitenwepw ewwwrsds CarasrGL. Gu@pbLTsTENL  cT6vsTes &M uilsd
waeafliser @evsdlwniseafley Lgley CFIWLILIL HsiToreri. @)eVdbEw LIewL LILITeTT 6T
ST urgrl_L L1 4@Lb Cluesemerd sPLe»Lw waefyTad ASHMNILMS aPEsLTSS
Qe (heiremevti. (LesTpa Cprdssley Gessremniwl ugleyser, L. 161)
6TedTm)  OlLIGHTeweRNT LHWeusm@ jeuiser SHLL 6T @)HhoHHe0 Cousdr(Hd  6TedTLIG)
&L LiuBh$ng). Gogyiid,
Slmwewtd CueTeniiDEG LSw wlliussnsrujd LFw Blensvssneru|id jeflsSmgi.
9835 Crrisley euafllflHhd FLWSTWD LS SLHLOBNETULD TS TUTTEEIDGI.
I SSIL_ST I UEHSETRT FleV FHEWT HEVSITHENETI|LD I|dsFHeNTHIGET B)eVevTs Blewmevuiled
IauswerdF FuysrTw @ifleLubBSSHIaImBU|D FUPSTW euFeOTOMI eulfl [BTID &HTevT
WYyEngI. (LHSSS6V &s6T eurpailwisy, L. 36)
6TITN FnPMTEGI. ClLINTEn T BL SHenHUiled 6THITUTTHGHD LD BLSHNSHHEMET Qf6v0flL_LD
erHTuTiiiuglevensy  ereTLg LeoliLBESIDgl. GO buUSsSleST @QukiGsasd 6Lt Cest
(PSHSTEMLOWITS @) (HEHFHMTET. BTTEVHTET 6UEHS G5 Fn (HSH6V FewLoeI sTHMILD GClLTHL (B
@)svevrmerr sT6iTeID Gl &L Lu@B&SInSGl. @)snETeT enrume Gluwr s Lit(hsudlsenev.
6TT@6US T6IT Y6WT LITHHeWLD CLoH 6% TeRTL TEYID HHI HMF ClFTLDITL 615 &H6TGETT, hL_H605
wrMUTl Hé@&HeTCarT  auHauBleVensy. GlFeVa LGB WITL HWVUST LITSHMSWEDT BTlgF
CFsvElpmresr @)sueurmy CFsLUSHTV FHBUUSS DG WTEST(H LilydflenesulleVens) 6T6ITLIST6D
Fepab 9w LPDY] Hauemed GlsTsiTauglsLemsv.
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FRIS STV FPSSHHlV GHOLISIV HenraussTrullhE@Gh s &HDUSSHESE ClauaflGu

&TWs FsF, HTHH UTSMS WSVTeT CLWwTHefley L GluaTaGerm® LITedwe)

Crirdsens C&TsirEhausled(hhdl Sjeusmerd $HEBGL aupdhsCGr FL L Gur SlenLwrg.

B)Ssmaw  IBpVsemer  eTewpw  Fepsd QurGlu@ssailivenev. (LTl B

QFTemasuib G\GTevsriLilwepd SL0DF Feps 2 (Heurdspid, L. 15)
6TITN FnPmeTTe) @)Hewerr alloTBiseVTD. Yuilenidb eueg OlFwsvsaflst 1581 HlqbgI
Carerepd 2 fleww weweraildsE wWLHGCL OsTHSSLLUBSDG. SeTeniewridd 1Tl
sewTalswers  Gaxerall  Casldpmer. ursemsCurGL  Gumiel@wry GCsrUlsspmsr.
SV GHTHEL Cuad Cxmfl, allmed, urentsr WwHedlw suruilsvsemer &®HEh6lFTHEETLI
LweTUBSS) eTHSIDTeT. D uilenib HFHIUDTHTET jauEhd @ 2 flew STt (hsTengl. HS5DG
Ged sewTauener BlrTasflass 2 _flewi SriiLL_ailsensy.

CsCrpl urgewswi GFflsewer BrigdF OCFVYID RPUIHUL LHSL LT 6VS566)

Gualiu@Slerpesr. @kiE SmevallwTereui b SHewreussfledr LITsensolwThdsdans

IWHGID Ceu@GareLpmie 2ar(HauGsTH ewwFwrdl @S pmer. (LHSHIS6V

w6 eurpailwev, u. 11)
eTTLISDEewThIE  Hewevallwrereust @&HLOUSDT BHeiTewLd &([HH HewTeuewaT TSI LILIF6D
@ phg LT euTHIGHEDTST 6THTLINSHH SHTWIPI4HS MG GO IOUSSST @) wkiGeusn@
HewTaussfleir ClFwevgHewarts GlLTHeHG5Is5 GlsTerar GouswT(HLd sTewr HBlymISSLILIGS DT6T. HenSH
B ojeust sHewreuswerr alll_(Hl Ufbsred eust HHID gisTusS D@ perrs ChM(HID eTesr
Wlrl L Ou@Smmer.

LUTSSenLo SThIEGeVT (3)6V6HT 6T6sT aUMIGI5

LeVSH6V VIO LoD ETOS (1Y LOL_Hend

IS HOVbGI 2 nmG6eV ausvellGuirGy

QFIGuiTesT FhI% AVLIFID CH TGS

ST B 2_ar(h) SO 9y

Gx6wrfl yssveui Slrni@ pemev sremeauliL

WUGBIT B GDD I PHGILD

B b oo 2 L Cr Gy (9yasib., ur. 316)
6TITEILD LITL VI3 &arfleD  sHewTeusdt ereirLisusdt Gs8rml LTSHewsweny BrigdF 6lFeVeVHS 6T
CFIeUTeT. Ut BB ClLTHWET BTigd GlFeVaug RISV ST, HBDHTET HyeuevflL LD
wprentuL_T6s5. suauTn HewTeuswsr (prewrLl (B LflbsTe) eTedTeTT@HD sTadTUMSL LIHMIS
Carl sewevalls @ HMPlaymISaHISIDTT. Hewroussil b Llewtdh@ 616 TeTL TWTaTTe) @)sV6VdH]60
SlpHer ailew_CluPmis GETATOUTST. STHT FMHDH 2 _Tenals STERT SHaflwTs o 6voTewT
Geouewr(hib. wswew  Goryl  Guad wWwHeT LT  uPPl  (PEDVHUIF  FeDaISFId
C& Tty (HLILITET. @)ILIgSHTeT aurp Couearigwr Blewsvswio e7MHLI(HILD. 6TTE FHeMTOUSD|L 65T
wrpul B BLbgl CBTeTeTTES THTLSTSH HeWSHIMSGI. 6TTE6, euTuilsd LoMISSHe6T. FlevTdleor
CQuUTBL(H 20 60 2 6Ued HHLD oTATEWILD GFTVVTL D cpsVld euruilsy Gmidlmmer.
@)Ly GG TedT Gl TawllT (Lol L SHeiTesflensy Fbis (Q)evdHASwD prpsugid L (HLileTy
@siTemmuw FLeOlepIb sTeTLIL(BHSI DG UTHMBHmWws SHewwwirsl Guad Hewevall LilsTeri
SUMETSH  H6IT  HWIGGHSH STOWeT UTTTL (R BlewevdhE UHSIDTET  6TTLINSHS
HTET(LPLGHIDGI.

Camailer AnCsi @1 eflewerumigds OCETHTY(HHS NF LEHRT 66T

seflwerril BH@ Corid uTisgl eter 2 uilGr aumas eTewrd HTEHS Heir LTTCLITH

I WeTHGIE OCBTERTLTET LTSHens. SHTrenTid jeust RUITL L arailsd FHer sHeara)ds
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&TEHV6T CUTeVGeu @) (HBSTET 6TTLST. B)wSH STTSCSH BleTm FTEWIDD FHewevall

smvaiaflet wewerall Flewis@Gnailsvensv. GasrTu  ClaTeTerallsVensv. WTDHTH

ursemgeww Yrs Sweall eust CuaSprer GGHPLOHD Qewerw wWEBear eyedT

vwuBiflenear @eagsd Bub @ sSrTullvepevBur ereTm... (DHSSIV L&S6T

surpeilwev, L1. 69)
6TEIT M) T MISUSBEIT CLPEVLD H6W6VA] H63T HEWTeUT LITSHeWSHUIL LD ClFeV6ueNDHH HeWTlydbd @) WEOTH).
9BM&TH euemer el B Liflw wiguwrg). G LiLTSamsemuwGLl H65T LEHeW|dH @ ST
DYAUT6IT 6T6V S FnMILD BleW6VSF YeTTH MTET. ZeuuTm Hewevail TmIISD @ HTTERTLD FLpsh
S|ewLoliL) oy ewflest eulfl BlHmGev oy @ Lb.
Fhs @VsElwdHlev euruiled Cpbigev LITL_sVaseafler rdlwiey

HETOUSTISIT  LITHHMDF OFWOLTL DL LTSMmSOTIPHESD  6TedTm)  FnmieuGs
QUGITEMLOWITEST | & LD. LITHHWLD HewoCTNTEY Hews sp(PmIGIH6TM| Gl TeiToug @) wievrg).
RPUSHHm5 LBPlw CFwWLSTCRT LTSHewin. GluedT LTl BL GmsboH6fled &HIDLUSSIN G,
SQLILUTHUL L CILIRTERERTSHS T6T LITHenSUIT 6TedTM)| (6WLpdHBdTM6dTT. suruilsy sTedriig efL iq 657
UTFDLIemWS GHUlSGHD CFTVVTGD. afl 19MH&H6T YMIWSSH0HT6T euruilsy GHigHsev eTevr
QFTsveTL 0 CluMISIMGI. afl 4D JMUFEETS Blewey euruilsh LMIGH6L sTTLILIHE DS
suruilevsenras  usiTesfl(heui GFTevsTULIWGSlV &L LLBhFermesri.  @euiseflesr  Liewfl
Semevailenis HmeVeUIsE BewwiL aurpd ClFiiaGs eTTDTEL 9! LlewSHWISTN).

UTuilVEHeT FnPM BSPSSHIUSD Fov uMTWEMMEBST 2 6iremer. GlLIHLOLITEYILD
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CpiauensCu euedluymisaid LT 60%Ger GlLIHLDLITEYID &TesTLILI(h S 65T M 6vT.
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eTedTeILD LITL_6V1guilsL Hewsvallullest EPFHF Fo PUILIGEIMSI. HMEVEUEIT SH63T LoFHM6Ud 6l T6wT(h)
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Fn_ 63T (LP6TT (p6iTeld el GHewevds LT,
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